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NAMES 
Joe Szreider (27) and Jade Bentham (25).

OCCUPATIONS 

Joe is a carpenter by trade and is 

currently working for JB Joinery in 

Christchurch. Jade, who formerly worked 

in administration for an essential oils 

distributor in the UK, is currently balancing 

two jobs, as a hostel receptionist and as a  

workshop coordinator in a craft shop.

MOVED FROM 

Cambridge, East Anglia.

MOVED TO 

Christchurch, New Zealand.

FURTHER INFORMATION 

To find out more about skilled work 

opportunities in NZ contact New Zealand 

Skills in Demand. Tel: 07447 631518.  

Web:  www.nzskillsindemand.co.nz. 

To find out more about trade industry job 

opportunities in NZ contact Tradestaff. 

Web: www.tradestaff.co.nz. 

For advice about moving to NZ and visas 

contact Migration Associates.  

Web: www.migrationassociates.com.

A visit to the Down Under Live Show inspired Joe Szreider and Jade Bentham  

to move to Christchurch, New Zealand just nine months later...

“A city of 
opportunity”  

Meet the movers

Above, Autumn colour along the  
Avon River in Christchurch
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oe Szreider and Jade Bentham 
were living in Cambridge but 
had always wanted to travel 
somewhere in the world 

where they could enjoy good surf. 
Joe was always keen on Australia, 
whereas Jade was happy to go 
anywhere as long as there was an 
adventure involved! 

Attending the Down Under Live 
Show in London back in February  
2013 changed everything for them. 
After having the opportunity to 
meet with Joel Gabites from New 
Zealand Skills in Demand and 
Borey Chum from Migration 
Associates, New Zealand seemed 
like an option that deserved some 
more serious thought. 

So, at the advice of Joel and 
Borey, they attended the This is 
New Zealand Seminar (TINZ) in 
February 2013, which is run in 
conjunction with key sponsor and 
partner the Bank of New Zealand. 

This information night only 
confirmed what they suspected 
already, New Zealand was going to 
be the place for them! 

It was somewhere they could get 
to quickly, gain visas easily and be 
safe in the knowledge that there 
was plenty of work – especially for 
a skilled carpenter like Joe. 

MAKING PREPARATIONS
After attending the Down Under 
Live Show, Joe busied himself with 

had to gain visas for the US, even 
though they were only stopping off 
for three hours. Touching down 
into Christchurch on 1 October 

after a short connecting flight from 
Auckland, Jade and Joe were met at 
the airport by Tradestaff, the 
agency Joe had secured work with. 
They gave the couple a tour of the 
city and then dropped them off at 
their accommodation, Dorset 
House Backpackers, where they 
would stay for the first eight days. 

GETTING SETTLED
During this time Jade and Joe met 
with their bank manager from the 
Bank of New Zealand to get their 
cards and activate their accounts, 
and spent time looking for more 
permanent accommodation. After 
much searching they found a house 
to move into which they share with 
other young people. 

The house, located in the centre 
of the city, was fully furnished 

getting some key documents 
through to Joel Gabites – his CV, 
some written references and 
evidence of his qualifications in 
preparation for an interview with a 
trade agency that NZ Skills in 
Demand works closely with. 

Migration Associates’ 
immigration advisor Rachael 
Howes helped Jade and Joe put a 
strategy in place for their working 
holiday visa and residency visa. 

In early August, candidate 
manager Mark Morrison from  
NZ Skills in Demand organized for 
Joe to have an interview on Skype 
with his soon-to-be NZ employer, 
Tradestaff. Knowing that he was 
able to have a job offer and contract 
signed prior to leaving the UK gave 
Joe some peace of mind about the 
move from a financial standpoint.   

Prior to the interview in August, 
Mark re-introduced Joe and Jade to 
some of the key strategic partners 
that attended the TINZ seminar 
that would be helpful to them. 

Joe and Jade got their bank 
accounts for New Zealand set up 

through the Bank of New Zealand 
prior to their departure, and 
Moneycorp were able to give them 
advice on transferring their savings 
to New Zealand. 

During this time Jade had been 
doing a lot of research into the costs 
involved in getting out to New 
Zealand. She found that  
www.trademe.co.nz was a great 
resource to use to look for property 
rentals, cars and bikes. 

Mark Morrison also provided 
Jade with a list of backpacker 
hostels in the Christchurch area and 
she was able to select one to stay at 
that suited their needs. 

All of a sudden it was time to 
jump on a plane and head to New 
Zealand. They flew through Los 
Angeles, which in hindsight they 
wouldn’t do again as it meant they 

J

which meant they only needed to 
worry about unpacking their 
belongings and buy some bedding. 

They have found their 
housemates to be very friendly and 
welcoming, all coming from varied 
backgrounds and parts of the world 
makes for interesting living and 
conversations, but there is always 
plenty of space to go in the house, 
should they want some quiet time.

Joe commenced work the week 
following their arrival into 
Christchurch. After having a 
couple of shorter stints with various 
companies, Joe found work with  
JB Joinery. 

Joe says that one of the great 
things about working for a trade 
agency in an unfamiliar city means 
there are plenty of opportunities for 
individuals to be matched into a 
role that suits their skill sets.

Joe works both in the workshop 
and on site, by making and 
fitting kitchens, reception desks, 
bars, stairs, windows and doors. 

He finds the New Zealand 
workplaces to be more relaxed, 
with less regimented work and 
workers are more responsible for 
their own actions and workload. 

Even though Joe is employed as 

opposed to being self-employed, he 
has a lot of flexibility in terms of 
getting his work done. 

Meanwhile, Jade, who used to 
worked in administration in the 
UK for a company 
which distributed essential oils 
throughout Europe, is now 
balancing two jobs in New 
Zealand. She is working as a 
receptionist at a backpackers hostel 
and she is working part time in a 
craft and fabric shop in 
Christchurch called The Make Cafe 
as a workshop coordinator.

MAKING IT PERMANENT
Joe and Jade are very happy with 
their move to New Zealand, so 
much so that Joe is hoping to secure 
a permanent contract soon so that 
he and Jade can continue with their 
residency visa application, which 
they have applied for. The couple 
had help with submitting their 
Expression of Interest for a Skilled 
Migrant Visa before going over. 

They found that going out on a 
working holiday visa initially was a 
great way to try out New Zealand 
and see if it was the place for them, 
without having to commit 
themselves prior to visiting to more 

❛
Knowing that he was able to have 

a job offer prior to leaving the UK 
gave Joe some peace of mind ❜

involved visas and associated costs. 
Once they have residency the 
couple plan to buy a house. 

In terms of the overall New 
Zealand experience, they have 
found the lifestyle a lot more 
“chilled out” than what they are 
accustomed to in the UK – even 
though they weren’t in one of the 
main cities. 

They are excited by the number 
of opportunities they have in the 
outdoors right on their doorstep. 
Joe is enjoying surfing after work 
in the evening and Jade is even 
learning to surf as well! 

Soon they will be heading to the 
snow in the winter months and 
they are excited about the prospect 
of driving to the half dozen or so 
ski fields located within a couple of 
hours drive away in their recently 
purchased four-wheel drive. 

They have already been on day 
drives to the picturesque Kaikoura 
coastline and they also enjoyed an 
easy day drive to Akaora on the 
Banks Peninsula. 

Jade and Joe are excited to be 
part of history in helping 
Christchurch rebuild and develop 
into one of the most dynamic small 
cities in the world. 
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Share your story!
If you are heading Down Under to start a new life and are willing to share the story about your move 
with us, we would love to hear from you! Simply email us at editor@australiamagazine.co.uk 

The coastal suburb of Sumner

Jade at the beach in Sumner

Jade in Corsair Bay

JaDe aND JOe’S tOP tiPS fOr 
a SUCCeSSfUl MOVe tO  
NeW ZealaND
n Be organized!
n  Prepare your budget in advance so 

you know what you are in for.
n  Research visas (Migration Associates), 

jobs (NZ Skills in Demand) and 
accommodation in advance.

n  Be mentally prepared for the distance 
from home and being away from 
family and friends.

n When you get there, embrace the Kiwi  
    attitude of “giving it a go.”
n Visit the This is New Zealand Seminar         
    (www.thisisnewzealandseminar.co.uk)     
    – this was really helpful.



Christchurch
There are always fun events going on in this 
vibrant city in New Zealand’s South Island...

WHY MOVe tO...

AL FRESCO PATIO
NZ$859,000 (£440,822)
This stylish four-bedroom home offers 
complete privacy. The open plan living area 
opens out to an al fresco patio. The kitchen 
is spacious with lots of storage. The master 
suite features a large walk-in wardrobe and 
ensuite. The other three double bedrooms 
include built-in wardrobes. This home is 
also part of a Country Club.

ORIGINAL FEATuRES
NZ$550,000 (£282,249)
This charming villa overlooks the harbour, 
and boasts original features, with polished 
floors and a pretty country kitchen, which 
has a log burner. There are three good size 
bedrooms and a wide central hallway. The 
pretty wrap-around exterior deck is in good 
order. The back section of this villa is a 
hillside and offers great views.

CONtaCt: ray White
WeB:  raywhite.co.nzz

CONtaCt: ray White
WeB:  raywhite.co.nz

CITY VIEWS
NZ$980,000 (£502,927)
This attractive property offers sweeping 
views across the city towards the ocean.  
As well as a well-appointed kitchen, it has 
four double bedrooms, one downstairs 
and three upstairs, with a spacious landing 
area. The master bedroom is huge with 
an ensuite. There is also a unique glassed 
staircase and double internal entry garage.

CONtaCt: ray White
WeB:  raywhite.co.nz

Homes in Central Christchurch

WHAT IT’S LIKE
Christchurch is a great place to 
live whatever your lifestyle or 
interests. The city hosts a 
major iconic event every 
season – from the Ellerslie 
International Flower Show in 
early autumn, to the most 
long-standing city festival 
held in spring: New Zealand 
Cup and Show Week. There 
are always sporting and 
community events going on 
around the city.

GETTING AROUND
Christchurch is a great city to 
travel around in. With its flat 
landscape it is perfect for 
cycling and walking for 
pleasure or as part of your daily 
commute. The Christchurch 
bus network is extensive, 

allowing you to travel around 
the city with ease. 
Christchurch Council host 
walking tours, a weekly event 
around suburbs where you can 
discover more about the place 
you live in.

LOCAL AMENITIES
With over 280 pre-schools, 
160 schools, two universities, a 
college of education, an 
institute of technology and a 
large number of community 
education providers, there are 
plenty of learning 
opportunities in Christchurch.

There are currently three 
major recreation and sport 
centres offering a selection of 
swimming pools, fitness 
centres, stadiums and a variety 
of recreational programmes. 

Log on to www.ccc.govt.
nz for a downloadable guide, 
the Migrants Guide to 
Christchurch, which has all the 
key information you need to 
help you get settled here, from 
transport and banking, to tax 
and medical care.

HOUSING MARKET
The housing market in the 
Canterbury region is booming. 
Figures from the Real Estate 
Institute show that the median 

house price in Christchurch is 
NZ$337,444 (£173,179). 

The northern and western 
suburbs of the city are 
particularly popular with 
buyers. New subdivisions are 
also coming on-stream, which 
is helping to steady prices. 

Since the 2011 earthquake, 
house insurance remains a 
challenge, and needs to be 
dealt with on a case-by-case 
basis. Rental property is at a 
premium for now. 

The Cardboard Cathedral  
in Latimer Square
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